THE   EXPEDITION  TO   CADIZ
the fact that in the matter of the Huguenots Charles would be content with nothing short of the position of absolute mediator between the French King and his Protestant subjects, whilst the foreign war was to be carried on in exact accordance with his own designs. The dispatches he thought fit to send to France at this period show a determination not to meet the foreigner half-way, but to dictate to him unconditionally upon the future line of action. This obstinacy was not shared by Buckingham, who would have preferred to pocket his pride and accept the aid France now offered. None the less, when Parliament met it was certain that the Duke, not Charles, would have to shoulder the blame for the growing estrangement between the two nations.
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